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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. Concerns 
were raised regarding Figure  4B: the LN229 and U251 
ZEB2 bands appear to be identical but flipped horizon-
tally. Additionally, the authors have been unable to pro-
vide convincing documentation that ethics approval was 
obtained for this study. The Editor-in-Chief therefore no 
longer have confidence in the results and conclusions of 
this article.

Author Shuang Feng disagrees with this retraction. The 
other authors have not responded to correspondence 
regarding this retraction.

†Shuang Feng and Xiaomin Cai contributed equally to this work.

The original article can be found online at https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ s13046- 
019- 1070-x.
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