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The authors have stated that the errors in the images 
occurred during figure preparation, and the results 
obtained using cell lines contaminated with HeLa cells 
were only used for validation, thus not affecting the con-
clusions of the article.

However, due to the high number of concerns with the 
images, the Editor-in-Chief no longer has confidence in 
the presented data.

None of the authors have responded to any correspon-
dence from the editor or publisher about this retraction 
note.
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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. After pub-
lication, concerns were raised regarding multiple cases 
of potential overlap between subpanels in the figures. 
Specifically:

 	• Fig. 2E GES-1-T si-NC and Fig. 3D GES-1-T vector 
images appear to overlap;

 	• Fig. 2E MKN-28 si-NC, si-circRNA-2#, and Fig. 3D 
MKN-28 vector images all appear to originate from 
the same sample, with different rotation in Fig. 3D;

 	• In Fig. 2F, the MKN-28 24 h images representing 
si-circRNA-1# and si-circRNA-2# appear to overlap;

 	• In Fig. 6H, the GES-1-T and MKN-28 vector group 
images appear to overlap.

Additionally, among the cell lines used in the experi-
ment presented in Fig.  1D, MKN-28, SGC-7901, MGC-
803, and BGC-823 cells have been reported to be 
contaminated.
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